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MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 

Dr.  G.  W.  Eglinton  presented  his  annual 
report  as  follows : — 


“  Population.— Census  1891,  3,517;  estimated  to 
middle  of  1898,4,242.  Birthrate. — 98  births  registered 
(52  males,  40  females),  giving  a  birth-rate  of  23-1  per 
1,000  living.  Death-rate.— 00  deaths  registered  (28 
males,  32  females),  giving  a  death-rate  of  14-1  per 
1,000  living.  Zymotio-Rate.— Five  deaths  registered  as 
due  to  zymotic  disease,  giving  a  zymotic  rate  of  1*17 
per  1,000  living.  Infant  Mortality.  —  Per  1,000 
births  153'06,  15  deaths  under  1  year  having  been 
registered.  For  the  year  1897  the  rates  were  as 
follow Birth,  27 -6  ;  death,  137  ;  zymotic,  2.0  ; 
infant  mortality,  184-2  per  1,000  births.  The  following 
is  the  ages  table  of  deaths Under  1  year,  15  deaths  ; 

1  and  under  5  years,  8;  5  and  under  15  years,  5  ;  15 
and  under  25  years,  1 ;  25  and  under  05  years,  18 ;  05 
and  upwards,  13  deaths.  The  deaths  were  due  to 
diptheria,  1 ;  membraneous  croup,  1 ;  enteric  fever,  1; 
measles,  1 ;  whooping  cough,  1 ;  phthisis,  4  ;  bronchitis, 
pneumonia,  pleurisy,  13;  heart  disease,  3  ;  cancer,  7  ; 
injuries,  1;  tonfilitis,  laryngitis,  etc.,  5;  all  other 
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“  Water  Supply. — During  the  latter  part  of  the 
summer  months  the  water-supply  of  the  district  was 
very'  short,  many  of  the  wells  having  entirely  given 
out.  As  during  previous  droughts,  the  supply  from 
the  Polly  Hole  source  remained  constant,  though  it 
was  insufficient  for  the  service  pipes  down  the  street. 
An  additional  supply  was  procured  for  the  village  from 
the  spring  at  Peck  Mill,  the  owner  giving  permission 
for  its  use.  This  was  carted  round  to  the  inhabitants 
under  the  Surveyor’s  supervision,  and  was  a  great  boon 
to  many  who  had  to  depend  solely  upon  it.  As  so  much 
water  from  these  sources  goes  to  waste  during  a  great 
part  of  the  year,  the  question  of  storage  is  one  which 
should  receive  Pttention.  I  have  examined  a  number 
of  samples  of  water  from  wells  in  this  district,  several 
of  which  were  unfit  for  drinking  purposes.  As  in  many 
instances  surface  water  finds  its  way  into  the  wells 
after  heavy  rains  there  was  grave  danger  of  pollution 
by  the  washing  in  of  impurities  from  the  surtoundiug 
soil.  The  keeping  of  swine,  also,  in  ill-pftved  and 
badly  cleaned  houses  in  proximity  to  dwelling-houses, 
even  without  the  limit  allowed  by  the  bye-laws,  cannot 
but  be  a  source  of  danger  to  the  water-supply  of  the 
district. 

“  Sewerage  and  Drainage,  —As  in  previous  years, 
the  disposal  of  the  sewage  by  irrigation  continues 

satisfactory.  The  sewers  are  periodically  flushed  under 
the  direction  of  the  Surveyor.  During  the  year  a  new 
sewer  has  been  laid  from  Middle  -  Leigh  down 
Park-close,  joining  the  sewer  in  Goswell-lane,  the 
drainage  in  this  distriot  previously  being  very  unsatis¬ 
factory.  Owing  to  the  drought  during  the  summer 
months,  the  quantity  of  water  passing  down  the  sewers 
was  insufficient.  By  the  blocking  of  the  sewer  in  the 
Leigh  road  the  nuisance  from  the  open  water-course  in 
the  High-street  (which  owing  to  the  drought  was  empty) 
was  a  marked  cause  of  complaint.  The  closing-in  of 
this  coarse  would  be  a  great  improvement  to  this  part 
of  High-street.  Along  with  the  Surveyor,  I  have  made 
a  house-to-house  inspection  in  various  parts  of  the 
village,  and  reported  nuisances  which  have  been  dealt 

with  by  rbe  Council . 

“  Prevalence  of  Disease.— During  the  months  of 
January,  February,  March,  and  April,  diseases  of  the 
chest  and  respiratory  passages  prevailed.  Influenza  of 
a  mild  type  also  was  prevalent  during  that  period.  In 
April,  May,  and  June,  several  cases  of  scarlet-fever 
occurred ;  and  from  July  to  the  end  of  the  year  German 
measles— mostly  of  a  mild  type— prevailed  in  epidemic 
form,  the  major  ty  of  the  children  in  the  village  suffer¬ 
ing.  In  July  and  August,  four  cases  of  enteric  fever 
occurred,  two  contracted  from  the  inhalation  of  sewer 
gas  from  defective  drain-pipes,  one  from  the  swallowing 
of  impure  water  whilst  bathing,  the  other  from 
drinking  contaminated  water  out  of  the  district.  One 
case  proved  fatal.  In  October,  November,  and  Decem¬ 
ber  a  severe  epidemic  of  diseases  of  the  throat  occurred, 
especially  amongst  young  children.  I  advised  the 
olnsure  of  the  schools  for  a  month  at  the  end  of  Novem¬ 
ber.  and  this  was  carried  into  effect.  Five  deaths  were 
registered  as  due  to  tonsilitis  and  laryngitis ;  six  cases 
of  membran*ous  croup  were  notified, one  of  which  proved 
fatal ;  six  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified, one  of  which 
also  proved  fatal.  1  visited  and  inspected  the  premises 
in  each  case,  inquiring  into  the  water  and  milk  supplies 
and  sanitary  arrangements.  I  louni  that  the  milk  had 
been  supplied  from  most  of  the  dairies  in  the  district. 
Concerning  the  water  supply  of  each,  I  made  careful 
inquiry,  and  60  far  as  I  could  gather  I  found  it  satis¬ 
factory.  I  formed  the  opinion  that  the  cause  of  the 
diseases  was  mainly  atmospheric,  acting  upon  systems 
weakened  by  a  previous  attack  of  measles.  Two  cases 
of  erysipelas  were  reported  during  the'year.  The  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  Notification  Act  came  into  force  in 
September. 

“Isolation  Hospital.— This  has  been  completed, and 
is  ready  for  use.  Popular  prejudice,  however,  has  so 
far  been  against  moving  patients  thither.” 
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